Table of Measures

This table includes, in alphabetical order, all the measures that are introduced in the Basic Conversation and
Supplementary Vocabulary sections of the 24 units of Basic Spoken Chinese and Intermediate Spoken Chi-
nese. After each measure are given an explanation of the meaning or usage of the measure, one example, and
an indication of the unit and part where the measure first occurred. The explanations of meaning and usage
are limited to the most common ones and are not intended to be exhaustive.

Measure Meaning or Usage and Example Unit-Part
ba (for things that one grasps like chairs, umbrellas, knives; yiba yizi “a chair”) 5-1
bén(r) (for books, dictionaries; néibén shua “that book”) 12-2
bei (for beverages; zhéibéi cha “this cup of tea”) 15-1
bei times (da yibéi “once again as big”) 22-3
bu step, pace (yibu “one step”) 16-3
bu (for films; neibu pianzi “a film”) 20-3
bufen part, portion (zhéeibufen “this part”) 20-4
chang (for a showing of a movie; néichang “which showing?”) 20-3
ci time (di’érci “the second time”) 4-3
dao (for courses of food; méidao cai “every course”) 14-4
dian o’clock, hour (liangdian zhong “two o’clock”) 3-4
dong (for buildings; néidong fangzi “that house”) 11-3
duan section (of road; yiduan “sect. 1”); period (yiduan shijian “a period of time”) 4-2
du degree (of temperature; érshiba du “28 degrees”) 10-1
dui (for pairs; yidui da xiéngmao “a pair of giant pandas”) 24-2
dun (for meals; yidun fan “a meal”) 16-1
duo (for clouds, flowers; yidud yun “a cloud,” zhéiduo hua “this flower”) 10-1
fen penny; minute (yifén qian “one penny,” yifén zhong “one minute”) 3-3
féen(r) (for newspapers, magazines; yifén bao “a newspaper”) 12-2
feng (for letters; zhéifeng xin “this letter”) 20-1
fa (for paintings; néifa hua “that painting”) 20-1
ge (general measure; néiliangge rén “those two people”) 2-3
gen(r) (for long, thin things; jigén xiangjiao “a couple of bananas”) 12-1
gongchi meter (lianggongchi “two meters”) 11-3
gongli kilometer (wtigongli “five kilometers”) 21-4
gongshéng liter (yigongshéng “one liter”) 11-4
hao day of the month; number; size (shibahao “number 18”) 4-2
hui time (zhéihui “this time”) 5-3
jia (for companies, factories, banks, stores, etc.; yijia gongsi “a company”) 2-3
jian (for rooms; zhéijian wazi “this room”) 17-3
jian (for luggage, matters, furniture, clothing; yijian xingli “a piece of luggage”) 8-4
jin catty (500 grams; yijin baicai “a catty of cabbage”) 12-3
ju sentence, phrase; (yiju hua “a phrase”) 5-1
ke (for trees; néiké shu “that tree”) 14-1
ke quarter of an hour (liudian sanké “6:15”) 3-4
kou(r) (for people; jikou rén “how many people?”) 7-1
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kuai dollar (monetary unit; yikuai gian “$1.00”); (for stones; yikuai shitou) 3-3
lei kind, type, category (zheiléi dianying “this type of movie”) 20-4
liang ounce (50 grams; jiliang “how many ounces?”) 14-2
liang (for vehicles; yiliang qiché “a car”) 8-2
Iu (for bus routes; jilu ché “which bus number?”) 9-2
mao ten cents, dime (yimao gian “10 cents”) 3-3
mén (for courses; simén ké “four courses”) 19-2
nian year (sannian “three years”) 4-2
pai row (dibapai “row eight”) 20-4
pr (for horses; liangpi ma “two horses”) 22-4
pian (for reports, articles; yipian baogao “a report”) 19-2
ping (unit of area, 36 sq. ft.; érshiping “twenty ping”) 17-3
ping(r) bottle (zhéiping pijiti “this bottle of beer”) 14-2
shuang pair (jishuang kuaizi “several pairs of chopsticks”) 3-3
sui (for number of years of age; shijitsui “19 years of age”) 3-2
sudé (for schools, hospitals, houses; zhéisud xuéxiao “this school”) 24-3
tai (for computers, TV sets; zheéitai diannao “this computer”) 5-4
tang (for runs by trains, buses; xiayitang “the next trip”) 3-4
tao (for sofas; néitao shafa “that sofa”) 17-4
tang (for classes; liangtang ké “two classes”) 16-1
tian day (néitian “that day”) 4-1
tiao (for long, narrow things like streets, pants, fish, and rivers; yitiao lu “a road”) 8-4
téu (for cows, oxen; yitou niu “a cow”) 13-1
wan bowl (jiwan fan “how many bowls of rice?”) 14-1
wei (polite measure for people; néiweéi laoshi “that teacher”) 2-1
xiang (for documents, clauses, items; yixiang xiéding “an agreement”) 24-2
xié some (zhéixié dongxi “these things”) 2-2
yang(r) kind, variety (zhéiyangrde tianqi “this kind of weather”) 12-1
yingli mile (liangyingli “two miles”) 21-4
yuan dollar (monetary unit; shiyuan “ten dollars”) 11-4
zhang (for flat things like tables, pancakes, paintings; néizhang zhuozi “that table”) 5-1
zhi (for most animals, hands; sanzht géu “three dogs”) 9-2
zht (for writing instruments, songs; néizht bi “which pen?”) 12-2
zhoéng kind (zhéizhong cai “this kind of vegetable”) 12-2
zhou week (méizhou “every week”) 23-3
zhuo (for banquets; yizhuo jilixi “a banquet” ) 14-3
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